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been looking forward. He spoke to the Emperor about the
abuses prevailing at the Court and advised him to devote more
time to the affairs of the State. The Emperor, being obstinate
and stupid, did not relish all this. Nizamu'1-Mulk had that
model   of administration   before  him   and   desired   to   re-
establish the same structure of the Empire which had stood
the Mughals in good stead for so many centuries in India.
Muhammad Shah was so stupid as to be unable to choose
his own course of action, believing whatever his selfish asso-
ciates    told   him   about   the   motives    of   Nizamu'1-Mulk
whose every word and action was purposely misinterpreted
to  him.  Even  his  old-fashioned  manners  and  ideas  were
openly ridiculed by the young and gay courtiers of the Em-
peror. Harlots and jesters, who were his constant companions,
used to greet all great nobles of the realm with lewd gestures
and offensive  epithets.  Nizamu'1-Mulk,  not being used to
such treatment, first protested in a dignified manner and
then avoided the company of the Emperor as far as possible.
Thus,  the conditions obtaining at the Court made cordial
co-operation between the Emperor and the Wazir an im-
possibility. The Wazir's proposals for revenue reform preci-
pitated the crisis. The system of land revenue has always
been the pivot of civil Government in  India, and indeed,
good or bad management of the revenue has always been the
surest indication of the conduct of Government in this coun-
try. During Muhammad Shah's effete reign it had become
the practice that  excessive  assignments  of revenue-paying
lands were freely made to nobles and favourites of the Court.
There were also lands of which no assignment of revenues were
on record and which were under the control of the courtiers.
These lands were assigned on receipt of certain sums as bribes.
This mismanagement of the finances had completely exhaust-
ed the treasury and considerably diminished the income of
the State. Nizamu'l-Mulk's proposals of revenue reform cut
at the very source of income of most of the influential courtiers
who started intrigues to oust him from the Vizierate. Haider
Quli Khan, a very influential person at the Court and head
of the Imperial artillery, meddled in civil and revenue matters
to spite Nizamu'1-Mulk. He was one of the richest men in
the realm, having amassed great wealth from his jagirs and